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forecastle, black to the eyes and shining with
sweat, and come out a couple of hours later in a
natty suit with a stripe, an extremely high col-
lar, straw hat and cane, to go ashore in Malta,
where he had a brother who was a doctor. And
this reminiscence reminds me that Richard
Mathews Hallet, who is a good example to offer
a newspaper man, once told me, as we voyaged
down to Cuba one day a few years ago, that he
could get a job as fireman or able seaman any-
where, having worked his way across the world in
liners and sailing ships more than once*
I am the more encouraged to suggest some-
thing of this nature to you since I suspect, though
you make no definite confession of it, that you
would not be averse to accumulating some ex-
periences with what is called "copy" value, which
you could turn to account later on. If this read-
ing between the lines of your letter is correct,
the less you travel as a passenger the better.
The tendency of passenger traffic, as I have
already implied, is to maintain you as nearly as
possible within the walls of conventional com-
fort and luxury. That is what most people de-
sire and pay for, and the liners know their busi-
ness perfectly, and supply what is dernanded.
What you want is something quite different,-
which you can find on the same ship but in an-
other part of it.
You may ask here, however, when you have